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Unit 02, Class 07

Working Conditions 2
Purpose: At what age should people 
be able to get a job? Should there be 
any restrictions?
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Name: ___________________________

Part One: Homework
Interview two people about their first job.

Interview One

Name: ________________________

Age: (optional) ____________________

1. What was your first occupation (job)?

2. At what age did you first go to work in that job?

3. Will you state the hours of labor? (How many 
hours did you work?)

4. With what intervals for refreshment and rest? 
(Did you get breaks?)

5. How much did you make?

Interview Two

Name: ________________________

Age: (optional) ____________________

1. What was your first occupation (job)?

2. At what age did you first go to work in that job?

3. Will you state the hours of labor? (How many 
hours did you work?)

4. With what intervals for refreshment and rest? 
(Did you get breaks?)

5. How much did you make?
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In 1832 Michael Sadler secured a parliamentary investigation of conditions in the textile factories and he sat as chairman on the com-
mittee. The evidence printed here is taken from the large body published in the committee’s report and is representative rather than 
exceptional. It will be observed that the questions are frequently leading; this reflects Sadler’s knowledge of the sort of information 
that the committee were to hear and his purpose of bringing it out. This report stands out as one of three great reports on the life of 
the industrial class--the two others being that of the Ashley Commission on the mines and Chadwick’s report on sanitary problems. 
The immediate effect of the investigation and the report was the passage of the Act of 1833 limiting hours of employment for women 
and children in textile work.

The Sadler Commission

ExcErpt #1
Mr. Matthew Crabtree, called in; 
and Examined.
PE: What age are you?
MC: Twenty-two.
PE: What is your occupation?
MC: A blanket manufacturer.
PE: Have you ever been employed in a factory?
MC: Yes.
PE: At what age did you first go to work in one?
MC: Eight.
PE: How long did you continue in that occu-
pation?
MC: Four years.
PE: Will you state the hours of labour at the 
period when you first went to the factory, in 
ordinary times?
MC: From 6 in the morning to 8 at night.
PE: Fourteen hours?
MC: Yes.
PE: With what intervals for refreshment and 
rest?
MC: An hour at noon.
PE: When trade was brisk what were your 
hours?
MC: From 5 in the morning to 9 in the evening.
PE: Sixteen hours?
MC: Yes.
PE: With what intervals at dinner?
MC: An hour.
PE: How far did you live from the mill?
MC: About two miles.
PE: Was there any time allowed for you to get 
your breakfast in the mill?
MC: No.
PE: Did you take it before you left your home?
MC: Generally.
PE: During those long hours of labour could 
you be punctual; how did you awake?
MC: I seldom did awake spontaneously; I was 
most generally awoke or lifted out of bed, some-
times asleep, by my parents.
PE: Were you always in time?
MC: No.
PE: What was the consequence if you had been 
too late?
MC: I was most commonly beaten.
PE: Severely?
MC: Very severely, I thought.
PE: In those mills is chastisement towards the 
latter part of the day going on perpetually?
MC: Perpetually.
PE: So that you can hardly be in a mill without 
hearing constant crying?
MC: Never an hour, I believe.

ExcErpt #2
Elizabeth Bentley, called in; 
and Examined.
PE: What age are you?
EB: Twenty-three.
PE: Where do you live?
EB: At Leeds.
PE: What time did you begin to work at a 
factory?
EB: When I was six years old.
PE: At whose factory did you work?
EB: Mr. Busk’s.
PE: What kind of mill is it?
EB: Flax-mill.
PE: What was your business in that mill?
EB: I was a little doffer.
PE: What were your hours of labour in that mill?
EB: From 5 in the morning till 9 at night, when 
they were thronged.
PE: For how long a time together have you 
worked that excessive length of time?
EB: For about half a year.
PE: What were your usual hours when you were 
not so thronged?
EB: From 6 in the morning till 7 at night.
PE: What time was allowed for your meals?
EB: Forty minutes at noon.
PE: Had you any time to get your breakfast or 
drinking?
EB: No, we got it as we could.
PE: And when your work was bad, you had 
hardly any time to eat it at all?
EB: No; we were obliged to leave it or take it 
home, and when we did not take it, the over-
looker took it, and gave it to his pigs.

ExcErpt #3
Peter Smart, called in; and Examined.
PE: You say you were locked up night and day?
PS: Yes.
PE: Do the children ever attempt to run away?
PS: Very often.
PE: Were they pusued and brought back again?
PS: Yes, the overseer pursued them, and 
brought them back.
PE: Did you ever attempt to run away?
PS: Yes, I ran away twice.
PE: And you were brought back?
PS: Yes; and I was sent up to the master’s loft, 
and thrashed with a whip for running away.
PE: Were you bound to this man?
PS: Yes, for six years.
PE: By whom were you bound?
PS: My mother got 15s. for the six years.

ExcErpt #4
Joshua Drake, called in; and Examined.
PE: You say you would prefer moderate labour 
and lower wages; are you pretty comfortable 
upon your present wages?
JD: I have no wages, but two days a week at 
present; but when I am working at some jobs we 
can make a little, and at others we do very poorly. 
PE: When a child gets 3s. a week, does that go 
much towards its subsistence?
JD: No, it will not keep it as it should do.
PE: When they got 6s. or 7s. when they were 
pieceners, if they reduced the hours of labor, 
would they not get less?
JD: They would get a halfpenny a day less, but 
I would rather have less wages and less work.
PE: Do you receive any parish assistance?
JD: No.
PE: Why do you allow your children to go to 
work at those places where they are ill-treated 
or over-worked?
JD: Necessity compels a man that has children 
to let them work.
PE: Then you would not allow your children to 
go to those factories under the present system, 
if it was not from necessity?
JD: No.
PE: Supposing there was a law passed to limit 
the hours of labour to eight hours a day, or 
something of that sort, of course you are aware 
that a manufacturer could not afford to pay them 
the same wages?
JD: No, I do not suppose that they would, but 
at the same time I would rather have it, and I 
believe that it would bring me into employ; and 
if I lost 5d. a day from my children’s work, and 
I got half-a-crown myself, it would be better.
PE: How would it get you into employ?
JD: By finding more employment at the ma-
chines, and work being more regularly spread 
abroad, and divided amongst the people at 
large. One man is now regularly turned off into 
the street, whilst another man is running day 
and night.
PE: You mean to say, that if the manufacturers 
were to limit the hours of labour, they would 
employ more people?
JD: Yes. 


